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Appalachia, Virginia 
 

Ben E. Cooper, 72, of Appalachia Virginia entered into eternal rest on Sunday,
December 21, 2014. Ben was born in Appalachia on November 30, 1942 and
graduated from Appalachia High School. While in high school, Ben
participated in drama, the Tricky Sixty Band, played tuba, and was a drum
major for the band. He also played football and basketball. Upon graduation,
Ben voluntarily joined the United States Air Force where he served honorably
for 22 years. He received multiple military awards, including the Bronze Star,
Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, and
Meritorious Service Medal. Ben retired with the rank of Senior Chief Master
Sergeant in 1982. He loved his country and served it proudly. Upon retirement
from the Air Force, he worked for NASA as a Project Superintendent at
Kennedy Space Center. He later returned home to be a caretaker for his
parents. Ben faithfully attended the Derby Methodist Church. 

 God blessed Ben with many abilities and talents such as carpentry, cabinet
making, construction, electrical, air conditioning, and auto mechanics. He
generously shared these skills with others, asking nothing in return. Ben was
a salvage diver for Quest Ventures (which movie star John Wayne owned).
Ben’s crew recovered pieces of eight (silver and gold coins) and also
overhauled diesel motors for the same company. He was a Master Mechanic
for this company. Ben was a basketball official for high school and collegiate



sports in Satellite Beach, Florida. He also coached little league baseball
where his team won the county baseball tournament (county champs for three
years in a row!) He coached football (midget division) and coached former
Heisman Trophy winner Doug Richard Flutie and won State division title in
1975. He also mentored Boy Scout troops for 13 years. 

 Ben was preceded in death by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. (Mary Ruth)
Cooper; brother, Joe Houston Cooper; niece, Patricia Lee Cooper; nephew,
Jack Lee Cooper. 

 He is survived by son, Mike Ellis Cooper of Melbourne, Florida; sister, Doni
Ann Cooper Duckett of Danville, IL; brothers, Dr. Jack Sewell Cooper (Debbie)
of Miami, FL, Tom Lawrence Cooper (Carolyn) of Appalachia, VA, Sid Pat
Cooper (Linda) of Big Stone Gap, VA; granddaughters, Amy Nichole
Chrisman, Jennifer Nichole Thompson; great-grandchildren, Justin Thomas
Chrisman, Emily Mary Chrisman, Hayden Patrick Chrisman, Isaac T.
Thompson, Blake Joe Thompson, Alex Robert Thompson; nieces and
nephews, Mary Bernice Cooper Wilburn, Mark Sewell Cooper, Amy Jo
Flemming, LeAnn Wanninger, Gail Lynn Harkleroad, Dianna Ruth Cooper
Bolinsky. 

 The family acknowledges and expresses their special gratitude to the Williams
Family (LeeRay, Michelle, Raymond, Jazmyine, and Justus) and the Miller
family (Curt, Connie, and Timmy) who were special friends and companions to
Ben. The family is also grateful to Dr. Ford and Una Fay for their many years
of professional care and support. 

 Visitation will be held at the Roy A. Green Funeral Home, Appalachia, VA from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, December 27, 2014. Funeral services will be
conducted at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 28, 2014 at the Derby United
Methodist Church with Pastor David Rose officiating. Burial will follow in the
Glencoe Cemetery, Big Stone Gap, VA. The family request that in lieu of
flowers memorials may be made to the Derby United Methodist Church, P.O.
Box 164 Appalachia, VA 24216.





Cemetery Details

Glencoe

Big Stone Gap, VA

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 27. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Roy A. Green Funeral Home
317 Kilbourne Ave.
Appalachia, VA 24216
(276) 565-1250
info@royagreenfuneralhome.com
https://www.royagreenfuneralhome.com

Service

DEC 28. 2:30 PM (ET)

Derby United Methodist Church
Derby, VA

mailto:info@royagreenfuneralhome.com
https://www.royagreenfuneralhome.com/
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Pat Marrs - December 29, 2014 at 12:31 PM

It was with great sadness that we learned of Bens death. He goes
back many years with our family, especially with Randy who was
employed at PAFB Florida during Bens assignment with the Air
Force there. Our condolences go out to Mike as well as the rest of
the family. Love and prayers 

 Randy and Pat Marrs

Darlene Owsley - December 28, 2014 at 03:08 PM

Darlene Owsley lit a candle in memory of Ben
E. Cooper

Roy A Green Funeral Home - December 27, 2014 at 01:40 PM

77 files added to the album LifeTributes
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kathy honeycutt - December 26, 2014 at 08:02 PM

Kathy Honeycutt lit a candle in memory of
Ben E. Cooper

KH
kathy honeycutt - December 26, 2014 at 08:04 PM

Mike, I have u in my thoughts ......

MC
Mike E Cooper - January 24, 2015 at 11:53 AM

Thanks sis

Gary Bush - December 26, 2014 at 06:52 PM

So sorry to hear of Ben's passing. Many times as he was mowing
his yard and I was mowing mine he would stop the mower and he
and I would talk with each other. He came by on 2 occasions and
spent time with Mary Lou and me. Ben had a great personality and
was always looking for ways to do something for someone. His
generosity far exceeded many in our neighborhood and possibly
throughout Wise County. I remember Ben in high school and I had
the pleasure of watching him play basketball and do the high
stepping as the drum major for the Tricky Sixty band. He was a
strutter to say the least. He will be missed by many.
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curt and trish hall - December 25, 2014 at 09:59 PM

Curt And Trish Hall lit a candle in memory of
Ben E. Cooper

John C. Fraley - December 25, 2014 at 05:40 PM

John C. Fraley lit a candle in memory of Ben
E. Cooper


